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PRE represent National Associations and Individual Member 
Companies covering 80% of European Plastic Recycling Industry

Facts and figures 

• 1.000 Companies
• 30.000 Employees
• 3 million tons of installed capacity

> 115 members

PRE
(Plastics Recyclers Europe)



200.000 tons of plastics in the year 2000
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2,5 million tons in 2013
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PRE
(Plastics Recyclers Europe)

5 working groups

platform for 
plastics 
recyclers 

statistics and 
monitoring 

actions leading to 
increase in 
collection and 
recycling of PVC 
waste  
improvement of 
the quality of the 
recyclates and 
production 
processes

collection of 
PVC waste 
should be 
strongly 
increased

PVC WG is 
committed to 
minimalizing 
emissions and 
waste, 
propagating 
environmentally

friendly recycling
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PVC consists in 57% of salt (Cl2) and in 43% of oil (ethylene)

additives (plasticizers and/or stabilizers) added to the powdered PVC products can 
have a rigid, semi-rigid, or flexible form

long use before entering the waste chain

widely used in production of cables, pipes, windows which lasting period varies 
from 30 up to 100 years

PVC products need minimum maintenance

minor additional consumption of energy, raw materials

processing performance

PVC
Polyvinyl chloride – white powder



building and construction: pipes, ducts and fittings, linings for tunnels, water reservoirs, 
swimming pools; sheet; window frames, floor and wall coverings

packaging: food (beverage bottles: water jugs, bottles for fruit juices) and
non-food packaging (pharmaceuticals, labels)

automotive: interior trimmings; steering wheels

electrics: cables; credit cards

medical products: blood bags, surgical gloves

agriculture: pipes, hoses

textile: coated fabrics, other: children’s toys, shower curtains

PVC Applications



Mechanical recycling 

window-profiles from buildings 

PVC pipes

roof-membranes 

dismantling of cables 

PVC Recycling



PVC the most used material for windows in Europe
Since 1970 more than 350 million windows were installed
Life time is approx.  40 years and more PVC has good properties like
isolation no painting necessary, no maintenance noise protection
good price-performance ratio etc.
Since 1993 the windows were recycled

Main recycling markets are
• Germany
• United Kingdom
• France

PVC Window
Recycling



Voluntary commitment of the PVC industry

Vinyl 2010 and Vinyl plus

PVC windows are the biggest part of it

VEKA started to increase their activities into Europe

Voluntary commitment
for PVC products



VEKA 
Recycling Division



Fullautomatic Recycling of complete PVC windows

70.000 tons Capacity

190 Employees

> 35 Mio € Investment

in Germany, France and UK 

VEKA 
Recycling Division



..our plant in Germany

VEKA 
Recycling Division



VEKA 
Recycling Division



• Enough materials for Recycling

• Building products are recycable

• Economic sense

• Acceptance and applications necessary

• Other barriers like REAcH

Conclusion




